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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

University Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes 

Friday, September 25, 2020 

Zoom Meeting 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Board of Trustees (BoT) University Affairs Committee meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. on 

September 25, 2020 by Trustee Paul L. Jones. To observe social distancing rules, in response to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the meeting was held via Zoom, Trustee Jones welcomed committee members and guests and 

thanked them for their attendance. He stated that we are in unusual times and thus we are meeting in an 

unusual format. He thanked them for bearing with any technical glitches and hiccups that may occur during 

the meeting. He then asked for the roll call.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Committee members present: Trustees Paul Jones, John Bluford, and Mark Copeland; Provost Beryl C. 

McEwen; Ex-officio member, Dr. Julius Harp, Faculty Senate Chair; and Ms. Erica Knight, Staff Senate 

Chair.  Trustees George Mainor and Brenda Caldwell were not in attendance.  

 

Other attendees included:  Dr. Tonya Smith-Jackson, Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs;           

Ms. Helen R . Haynes, Recorder;  Dr. Clay Gloster, Vice Provost for Graduate Research and Graduate 

Dean;  Ms. Jacqueline Powers, Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; Mr. Earl Hilton, 

Athletics Director; Dr. Melody Pierce, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs; Atty. Melissa Holloway, 

General Counsel; Dr. Eric Muth, Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic Development; and Mr. Marc 

Williams, Dean of Students.  Mr. Michael Pippen from Black Triad and Mr. John Newsome from 

Greensboro News and Record were also in attendance. 

 

Provost McEwen introduced both Ms. Christina Brogdon, Vice Chancellor for Human Resources, and 

Dr. Stephanie Luster-Teasley, Interim Vice Provost for Undergraduate Programs, and stated that they were 

new to their roles. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Trustee Jones entertained a motion for the approval of the minutes for the meeting of the Board of Trustees 

University Affairs Committee, held on February 28, 2020.  A motion was made by Trustee Mark Copeland, 

seconded by Trustee John Bluford, and the minutes were unanimously approved as submitted.  
 

DIVISIONAL/DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES 

 

Division of Academic Affairs                        

SACS Update  

Dr. Beryl C. McEwen, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, provided an update on 

SACSCOC Reaffirmation of Accreditation.  She stated that the report was mailed on September 5, 2020.   

She also shared the timeline for the onsite visit, which is March 22-25, 2021. 

 

Update on Teaching-Learning Continuity  

Dr. Tonya Smith-Jackson, Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, provided an update on Teaching-Learning 

Continuity, in response to COVID-19, and she shared that: 

 the overall focus was to continue high-quality teaching, upgrade tech access for students, faculty and 

in classrooms, all in support of student success; 

 the university established working groups to plan for the summer and fall 2020 as well as for spring 

2021; and 
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 the university offered only online courses during the summer and now offers both on-campus and 

online courses. 

 

She concluded by stating that the university continues to offer virtual services and events, e.g., tutoring, 

training and professional development, textbook access, counseling, advising, career services and many 

others support services. 

 

Enrollment Summary 

 

Undergraduate Enrollment/Transfer Students 

Ms. Jacqueline Powers, Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management, provided an update on 

undergraduate enrollment.  She shared that new freshman enrollment declined by 6% and new transfer 

student enrollment by 3.6%. She also shared the following: 

 Fall 2020 total enrollment by headcount is 12,754, representing a 1.6% increase (compared to 

Fall 2019 at 12,556,  with 11,131 undergraduate and 1,623 graduate students); 

 The growth was primarily driven by retention (juniors and seniors), new master’s enrollment (22% 

increase), and distance education degree programs (18% increase). 

 

Ms. Powers concluded her presentation by stating that about 5% of our student body enrolled in campus-only 

courses, 39.5% completely online, and 55.5% enrolled in a combination of main campus and online courses. 

 

Graduate Enrollment 

Dr. Clay Gloster, Vice Provost for Graduate Research and Dean of The Graduate College, provided an update 

on the Graduate College.  He shared that fall 2020 graduate enrollment increased by 6.99% compared to fall 

2019, which represents the largest graduate enrollment in the past five years.  He also shared the following: 

 Enrollment in the Master’s degree programs increased 9.55%; and enrollment in the Ph.D. 

programs remains constant (0.46%); and 

 One new master’s program in Health Psychology was approved by the UNC-System, and eight new 

graduate certificate programs have been launched this year. 

 

Division of Information Technology  

 

Mr. Tom Jackson, Vice Chancellor for Information Technology, provided an update on Classroom Technology. 

He stated that many classes now use blended learning, in which one group of students meets in-person 

while others meet at-a-distance. He also shared the following: 

 ITS installed webcams with microphones in 140 classrooms as a temporary measure to support 

these classes. Orders of more sophisticated cameras and microphones were delayed and will be 

installed as soon as they arrive; and 

 The regular summer classroom upgrades were delayed until December to focus on the technology 

needed to support blended learning. 

 

This concluded the Board of Trustees University Affairs Committee meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Trustee Jones thanked everyone for their attendance. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Recorder:   

Helen R. Haynes, Special Assistant to the Provost 

 

 


